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The Mystery of HartleyHouse.
$ Illustrated by IRWIN MYERS

BLACKMAIL.

Synopsis- - Dr. John Mlchelson,
Just beginning his career, becomes
resident iitiyslelun uml companion
of Homer Sidney at Hartley house.
Mr. Sidney Is an American, a semi-invali-

old nnd rich and very
to live. Sirs. Sidney Is a

Spanish woman, dignified nnd reti-
cent. J"d, the butler, acts like u
privileged member of the family.
The family Ins come from Monte-
video, South America, Hartley
house Is a tine old isolated country
place, with a murder story, a
"haunted pool," and many watch-dos- s,

and an atmosphere of mys-
tery. The "haunted pool" Is where
Klchnrd Dobson, son of a former
owner of Hartley house, had killed
his brother, Arthur Dobson. Jed
begins operations by loeklnK the
doctor In his room the very first
nlRht. Doctor John fixes his door
so he can't bo locked In. Ho meets
Isobel, daiiRhtcr of the house, and
falls In love at first sight. In the
nl(?ht he finds the butler drunk nnd
holding Mrs. Sidney by the wrist.
He Interferes Mrs. Sidney maKes
tight of It. John buys a revolver.
John overhears Jed telllns Mrs.
Sidney he will have his way. In
reply she says she. will not hesitate
to kill him. Mrs. Sidney nsks John
to consent to the announcement of
his engagement to Isobel. Tho
young people consent to the make-believ- e

engagement. Later they
find It Is to head off Jed, who
would marry Isobel. Jed tries to
1(111 John, but the matter Is
smoothed over. John, though "en-
gaged" to Isobel. conceals his love.
Mr. Sidney visits a nearby prison
nnd has Dobson, the murderer,
pointed out Jed tells the story of
tho 'Dobson murder. The family go
to South America for the winter.
John Is left at home, but tho "en-
gagement" Is not broken. John
hears the story of a tragedy "that
might hav happened In Monte-
video." Tho family returns. A
mysterious Spanish sailor appears.
Jed rerognlzes him nnd wants to
kill him. The sailor plays burglar.
Mr. Brown, "attorney" for the
sailor, calls on John.

CHAPTER VIII Continued.
9

"Whore was that?" I asked.
The little man pulled at his cont

cuffs and smiiod again.
"My client being Spanish and Mr.

Sidney having lived many years in
Montevideo, It might be assumed that
it was there," be said. "It was there,
and my client came Into possesion of
ft document by dishonest means I
suspect of which be now retains only
one page. I wish to leave a copy of
this page with you, and later to find
out to what extent It Interests Mr.
Sidney."

"You mean to find out If lie will
submit to blackmail," I said.

"I anticipated your remark," bo said.
"I look at the matter differently. If
Mr. Sidney has something to conceal,
we shnll be glad to help him to con-

ceal it. I will leave a copy of the
page from the document with you, and
with your permission will see you
later."

He banded me n long envelope anil
with a bow nslced to be shown to the
door. .led, not suspecting that the
little man bad tiny connection with the
Bailor, show ed him out.

I went to my room to examine the
paper which bad been left with me.
It was accompanied by an explanatory
statement by "Attorney I'hlletus M.
TCrown." I will give the explanatory
statement flr-t- .

"Memoranda for Ur. Michelsim:
The accompanying typewritten
Is a part of a document stolen from
Mr. Sidney In Montevideo ten years
ngo by Alejandro Dravada. then u
servant In the capacity of porter. Dra-vad- u

preserve.-- , the original, of which
I buve h.id several typewritten copies
made, llravada had the complete doc-

ument in bis hands, but only for a
short while. lie had discovered, In
the course of several years' service
under Mr. Sidney In Montevideo that
u strong box in Mr. Sidney's room
was particularly guarded. lie sup-
posed it contained Jewels. He Is, I

should judge, a person of small moral
character and great cupidity. He de-

termined to steal the box, hoping that
Its contents would enable him to get
married and set himself up in a small
business.

"He succeeded In getting the box,
by entering Mr. Sidney's room, but be-

fore be could make bis escape he was
unfortunate enough to be discovered
by another servant, known to you as
.led, Jed leveled a revolver at my
client ami made him surrender the
box, ,

"I can only conjecture here fre-
quently this case has causvd me to
conjecture; but I think that the man
Jed, although he knew something val-

uable' was contained In the box,
thought, as did my Spanish client, that
It was personal property; nnd. unlike
my client, he was not careless of prop-
erty rights. This conjecture may not
Interest you, but 1 Imagine you ask-
ing: 'Why did not Jed steal the box
he atlerward took ftoin my client?'
It was, I think, because the man Jed
wus by natiiie honest, and It was only
when his Inhibitions had been broken
down by the sight of another man com-
mitting, a crime which had been easier
for htm to commit, that he. lost control
of his moral?.

"The man Jetl took the box. My cli-

ent, desfjerate at finding himself
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robbed of his loot, nrmcd himself Im-

mediately and broke Into Jed's room
shorlly thereafter. He found Jed dis-

consolately looking at u mass "of pa-

pers, which was nil the supposed Jewel
casket contained.

"In this disappointing occupation
Jed was aroused by tho stealthy en-

trance of my client through a win-

dow, but there was no conflict. Jed
pointed to (he papers and laughed.
My client was shrewd enough to read
Jed's emotions. He knew that tho
treasure trove had proved a snap bub-
ble. He Is a mnii of violent temper.
In his double disappointment be sprang
at Jed, stabbed Iiltu In the shoulder,
seized the papers, scattered them
about the room nnd Jumped out of the
window.

"If this bad hem all. I should have
no client In this case. I5ut In bis rage
Dravada, when ho was throwing tho
papers about, bad unconsciously re-

tained one sheet In his clenched fist.
He found It In bis list when be came
out of his senseless nnd Inordinate
rage later; and then, his natural cu-

pidity and cunning rea"s?rte(1, be real-
ized that something was being guard-
ed In the box; that something being
only papers. It must follow that the
papers were valuable. lb' reproached
himself that bis anger had defeated
his judgment when It was possible for
him to take the entire contents of the
box. lie did not dare go back; be had
stabbed Jed ; the bouse might be
alarmed. lie had only a single sheet
of the guarded manuscript. It Is n
copy of that sheet which you find here.

"I said I would give you my conjec-
tures. You will ask llrst why I am
so candid In committing to writing a
communication of this nature. It Is
because: llrst, I prefer to write it,
owing to a physical timidity In con-

versation ; and second, but equnlly Im-

portant, because I know the last thing
Mr. Sidney or any true friend of .Mr.
Sidney's, desires Is to have the
of which this Is a page, made public.

"I do not know what this story Is,
but I know who does know what It Is.
That person Is the man Jed now, as
before, a servant of Mr. Sidney. I
have made snlllcient inquiry us to tho
position of Jed In the household of
Mr. Sidney to know tlint be retains1
the manuscript found in the box, or If
he does not retain It, knows its con-

tents.
"The visit of Mr. Sidney and bis

family to Montevideo tills winter be-

trayed Jed's whereabouts to Dravada.
He came north after they bad sailed.
His cupidity has determination. I

think your man Jed appreciates tlint.
I think from what Dravada has told
me. In his simple boas-tin- fashion,
that Jed was dismayed to see him
again In Montevideo.

"Mv client's llrst Impulse, having fol-

lowed Jed to the United States, was
to get at this secret by force or theft,
but be sees the physical dlllicultles In

the way; and being, except In his vio-

lent moments', n reasonable man, he
has had recourse to an attorney to
obtain such settlement as his knowl-
edge may be worth.

"I do nor wish to defend my course
in the matter. I suggest merely that
Mr. Sidney nnd all concerned will fare
the better for having a man of con-

sideration and discretion, such as I
Hatter myself 1 am, Intervening be
tween them and a man of the moral
complexion indicated by my client. I
shall be at your disposal, doctor, with-
in any reasonable time. I h'ave it to
your Judgment to handle the matter
within Hartley house."

The copy of manuscript which ac-

companied tle letter was as follows:"... would be fatal to the suc-
cess of what I have done and Intend
to do If this confession were to be
found. It might be asked, then, why
expose myself and my happiness to
the chance of discovery of things
which I may lock forever by simply
forgetting. It is .sulliclent answer to
that question to admit that for mo I
could not be content unless It were
certain that what I have done should
he known. 1 want the record of It
known. It Increases my satisfaction
to know that I shall cause moralists
to be Indignant. I want to be known
as n criminal. I want my crime to be
talked about. I want It remembered.
That is the savor of my life. It would
be Impossible for me to obtain a
sulliclent satisfaction unless I made
It possible fqr the story of a crime to
be known some time. So long as I
live, I shall need and svek concea-
lment; hut I should not be happy un-

less I could anticipate disclosure. My
crime . . ."

That was all.
Several persons two at least; Dra-

vada and Attorney Brown knew as
much as I hud read. Three persons,
In the house, Mr. Sidney. Mrs. Sidney
and Jed, knew the story completely.

It wan this knowledge, which had
given Jed bis control In the house, Mrs.
Sidney her unlmpplness and Mr, Sid-
ney somu of his pleasures.

The search for a solvent of the Hart-
ley house tnysterl&s was Insistent. Al-

coa's- Incidental remark came back to
mo: "It might have been Montevideo,"

I felt uncomfortable to recall this,
ashamed and abashed, as If In re-

calling it I had done something to low-

er myself in my t, I had, to
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go to Mrs. Sidney with the Information
and Insinuations Attorney I'hlletus M.
Brown had given me. My desire was
to protect her from precisely this kind
of trouble; my necessity was to carry
the trouble to her. I had to know how
to act.

By way of preliminary I told her of
the three appearances of the Spaniard
and then of the appearances of tho
lawyer. When I offered her the sheet
of paper containing a transcript of n
page of Mr. Sidney's diary, her hands
trembled, but she took the sheet reso-
lutely. Slio was greatly alarmed but
regained her composure.

She read the page liurrletlly and
then more carefully and, It seemed,
with relief.

"I have to deal with those men." I

said, "and I must know how to do It.
They can be dealt wllh by criminal
law If there is no leas-o- why protec-
tion should not be sought In that fash-Ion.- "

"There Is," said Mrs. fjidiiey. "and
I cannot tell you the reason."

"You know that I do not nsk for
It," I said.

"You know there Is something very
strange about this house?"

"That was evident in twenty-fou- r

hours," I wild, "but It means nothing
to me. I am ngt curious. , I merely
want to know how to deal with these
men."

"It is not a lack of confidence In
you that keeps me from telling whnt Is
wrong here." said Mrs. Sidney. "It
would bo a relief to do so. It has been
hard to stand It all alone. John."

I was glad, for the first time con-

sciously, that my name was John. It
bad an honest, straightforward sound,
suggesting the plain, honest dealing
that might be needed In this house.

"The reason I do not tell you, John,"
said Mrs. Sidney, "is because I would
not have another conscience distressed.
You could never again be really happy

"The Only Reason I Do Not Tell What
the Manuscript Contains Is Because
I Value Your Peace of Mind."

If yon knew the story of wWh this
sheet Is a page. You could not do tne
any good If you knew !r. You would
only torment yourself."

"So much for that." I said. "I take
your Judgment. But how am I to deal
with these fellows?"

Mrs. Sidney hesitated.
"I don't know," said. "I'm sure

I don't know."
"Do you know a man named Dra-

vada?" I asked. "Did you know him
when you lived In Montevideo? Can
you tell me anything about him with-
out telling something that you do not
want to?"

"I can tell jou about Dravada," said
Mrs. Sidney, "Mr. Sidney was head
of a shipping firm. Dravada had been
a sailor. He had come to bo a porter
or stevedore about tho docks. Wo
needed a porter at home, and Mr. Sid-
ney brought Ibis man from tho docks
to fill the position. Ho was a docile
creature, very strong and useful, and
never annoying. . . . Now I will
tell you as much as I powslbly can
without doing you a great injustice.

"We had lived In Montevideo fifteen
years when Jed cume to us. He has
been with us ever since. Mr. Sidney
began writing the manuscj-lpt-

, of which
this Is a copy of one sheet, tho year
Jed came.

"Tho only reason I do not tell what
tho manuscript contains is because I
value your peace of mind. I know
from my own experience that your
cons-elenc- o never would be nt rest if
you bad full knowledge, and yet you
would be entirely helpless. So out of
consideration for you I shall not tiill
you more than I have to.

"Mr. Sidney never has bad the slight-
est scruple as to what be has done;
he rejoices In It. You have spoken of
his will to live; what I am holding
back from you would explain It. He
says In this page of his manuscript
which you have seen that It perfects
his satisfaction to leave a record of
his crime. I know that It docs. I un-

derstand that ho had to lmvo It known
after his death thnt ho had done what
bo had.

"Jed's family, namo is Arllsa. Ho
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was a sailor on n British ship which
sailed from Montevideo to Liverpool,
nnd ho became tired of sea work. Mr.
Sidney bad seen him about the wharf
nnd had been attracted to him. They
had talked enough for Mr. Sidney to
learn of Jed's nmbltlon for a comfort-
able life on shore. Mr. Sidney gave
him the chance to realize it In our
house.

"Jed, after ho was tnken into the
bouse, found that Mr. Sidney used
great precautions with something
which bo locked In n box. When Dra-
vada came, ho also saw the box which
Mr. Sidney seemed to guard so care-
fully. Dravnda decided to steal what-
ever was In the box. Jed found him
In tho act. They fought, but Jed

the contents Mr. Sidney's man-
uscript."

"Then Jed knows the secret?" I
asked,

"He does."
"And Dravada does not?"
"He cannot know any more than you

know from reading this one sheet from
the manuscript."

"Where Is the manuscript?"
"Jed has It."
"Does Mr. Sidney know that?"
"Not yet. You have been wondering

at Jed's control In the house. He has
the manuscript, and he knows the
story which for your own sake I would
not have you know. He presumes up'on
bis knowledge."

"But doesn't Mr. Sidney ever want
to see the manuscript ho sets such
store by?" I asked.

"No. He wants to know It Is In his
strong box. If bo ever finds that It
Is not, we shall have to meet the situ-
ation somehow. Ood knows how."

"Then this sailor and this blackmail-
ing lawyer know no more than I know
now?"

"No more, so far as I am aware."
Brown, the lawyer, came to Hartley

bouse tho next day to see me. I think
he regarded his plan of blackmail as
Irresistiblb. I wonder that he dlti not
have an express wagon and n large
chest with him. He was amiable and
expectant.

"You have decided?' he said as Jed,
having brought him to me on the porch,
went away. Ho bad his cano and his
gloves and bis nap-wor- n suit.

"You get nothing," I said, "and may
act upon that Information."

The disappointment was unplensant
to him. If I wanted to drnmntize tho
effect, I'd say It was catastrophic. He
sat down suddenly In the nearest wick-
er chair, and his face became ugly In
appearance.

"You must know, doctor," he said,
"that I am nerved to the performance
of my duty by tho thought of n wife
and two daughters for whom I hnvo
provided Indifferently. I will not sny
that their situation is desperate, but
It may make me desperate. I feel that
we have a claim here which might eas-
ily be adjusted."

"You use a number of euphemisms
for blackmail," I said, "and none of
them conceals your meaning. If your
wife and daughters are In need, you
might approach Mrs. Sidney as the
almoner of Mr. Sidney's charities.
That, at least, .would be an honest
statement of your case, and it might
bo effective."

Ho brightened nt once.
"I thank you for a lesson In proced-

ure," be said. "Wo shall consider It
upon such an understanding."

I saw the mistake I had made.
"I assure you," I said, "you may con-

sider nothing upon the terms you wish
to have considered In, this house. Your
attempt at blackmail is so unconsid-
ered that you may go shriek to the
world or to the prosecuting attorney.
The family Is not Interested In you or
your client." ,

The shabby little follow seemed to
get blue-nose- and blue-lippe- d iu dis-
appointment. .

"I am sure you cannot have consld-ere- tl

your interests," he said. "Mr.
and Mrs. Sidney certainly do not want
a scandal."

"Certainly not. How are they threat-
ened with one?"

"Be tho manuscript Indicates one."
"Does It? I have read it, and I know

nothing. You have read it. V;iat do
you know?"

"I can read Knglish," he said with
spirit. "I read In Mr. Sidney's hnnd-writin- g

that ho 1iad committed a crime
and that he was committing an Indis-
cretion In putting tho account on
paper."

Jed falls into the hands of
his enemies.

(TO UK CONTINUED.)

Why Clear Nights Are Colder.
A clear, bright starlight night In

winter Is always much colder than a
cloudy one. The reason for this is
thnt the heat of tho earth Is always
thrown off more quickly when thero
Is nothlug ,to Intercept It. Clouds
act as a kind of blanket, and in pre-
venting the earth's heat from escap-
ing, tend to keep the utroosphore
warm.

Thero Is no telling whore a sinner
will land when ho begins to .monkey
wiLh a Ashing outfit on Sunday.

WHY DRUGGISTS RECOMMEND

SWAMP-ROO- T

For many years drtigftistB hare watched
with much interest the remarkable record
maintained by Dr. Kilmer's Swamp-Roo- t,

the great kidney, Hrcr and bladder medi-

cine.
It is a phyiiciw's precrlption.
Swamp-Roo- t is a strengthening medi-

cine. It helps the kidneys, liver and Had-de- r

do the work nature intended they
should do. .

Swamp-Roo- t has stood the test of years.
It is sold by all druggists on Its merit
and it should help you. No other kidney
medicine has so many friends.

Be sure to set Swamp-Roo- t and start
treatment at once. .

However, if you wish first to test tins
great preparation send ten cents to Dr.
Kilmer & Co., Ringhamton, N. Y., for a

sample bottle. When writing be sure and
mention this paper. mt.

True Enough.
It was a hot day nnd tho teacher

ivas endenvorlng to teach his unnppre- -

clatlve class the rudiments of geom
etry.

"Wllh the point as center," he bo--
gnu placing one leg of the compnsses
on that pout. Then he turned to the
boys to make some remark, Inadver-
tently lotting the compasses slip.

Immediately the black sheep of tho
Mock raised his baud nnd waved It
wildly.

"Yes, Johnson?" snld the master,
"1'lease, sir," came the prompt re

ply, "you're off your dot!" London
TIt-Iiit-

Playing the Market.
"How's the brokerage game?"
"Business lias picked up wonderful

ly since we Installed a otilju board for
aur lady customers." Louisville

If you take care of the pennies the
dollars will probably be blown by your
heirs.

Do Not Get Careless
Supply

Impurities-- ? Invite Disease.

You should pay particular heed
to any indication that your blood
supply is becoming' sluggish, or
that there is a lessening in its
strong and vital force.

By keeping your blood purified,
your system more easily wards off
disease that is ever present, wait-
ing to1 attack wherever there is an
opening. A few bottles of S. S. S.,

PLAYING UP TO THE TEACHER

Indianapolis Youngster Had a Pretty
Shrewd Idea of What He Was

Doing, After All.

John Arthur Is a pupil In a Jeffer-sonvll- le

departmental school, nnd had
lo write an essay on Woodrow Wilson,
nmong others. He evinced such a high
reganl for the president, especially lu
his mnuagmcnt of tho world war,
as to express tho view thnt he was
even greater than Washington or Lin-
coln. He said they made a line show-
ing In the little wars they had to han-
dle, but could hardly, bo thought, have
got through the big one. His father,
seeing the essay, ventured the opin-
ion that the writer was too positive
In his statement, although admiring
Wilson himself. John Arthur showed
he was perhaps something of a dip-
lomat as well as an essayist.

"Oh, well," he remarked, "the teach-
er Is a Democrat, anyhow." Indian-
apolis News,

Losing a Favorite Theme.
"I'm kind of sorry to see this votes

for women question so close to settle-
ment." remarked Mr. Meekton.

"Don't you approve of votes for
women?"

"Yes Indeed. But I've h'enrd Henri-
etta talk on the tariff and the Lennu.
of Nations nnd most and I
Honestly think n suffrage speech is the
hest thing she does."

is small
benefit

is great
Tfiosewho feel

USE "DIAMOND DYES"

With Your Blood

The cost
The

Dyo right! Don't rlwi
your material in a poor dye.
Each package of "Diamond
Dyes" contains directions
so simple tlut any woman
enn dlamond-tly- o a new,
rich, fadeless color into old
garments, draperies, cover-
ings, everything, whether
wool, silk, linen, cotton or
mixed goods.

Buy "Diamond Dyes" .

no other kind then perfect
results are guaranteed.
Druggist h n s "Diamond

Dyes Color Card" 10 Well colors. Adv.

Safe.
Frank came running

Into the house, swinging In his hand
a paper sack. "Mother," he called,
"has Helen still got the toothache?"

Helen was his d sister,
nnd she hnvlng heard the (question,
answered It herself. "No, It's well.
Why?" she returned.

"Oh, I was going to have you keep
my candy till I got hungry for the
rest of It, but If your tooth Is well
I'll Just take care of It myself."

Important to Mothora
Examine, cnrefully every bottle of

CASTOWA, that famous old remedy
for infants and children, und sec that it

In Use for Over 30 Years.
Children Cry for Fletcher's Castoria

Life's Merry-Go-Rotin-

You may not know It, but when you
are laughing nt a man behind his
back some other man Is behind your
back laughing at you. Cincinnati r.

Rnpld transit is nil right for tboso
who do not happen to step In front
of It.

the great vegetable blood medi-

cine, will revitalize your blood and
give you new strength and a
hpnltViv. vigorous vitality. Every
one needs it just now to keep the
system in pcricct conuiuon. uo
to your drug store and get a bottle
to-da- y, and if you need any med-

ical advice, you can obtain it with-
out cost by writing to Medical Di-

rector, Swift Specific Co., 109 Swift
Laboratory, Atlanta, Ga.

CLERK MEANT TO GET EVEN

Of Course Congregation Could Get
Away, But He Had the Minister

in Tight Place.

There was bad blood between the
parish clerk and the minister of n cer-
tain country church. Neither of them
ever missed a chance of getting a bit
of bis own buck.

One Sunday tho clerk had n special
Invitation out to Church with a friend
after the evening service, wbercufm
he asked the minister If lie wowid
mind keeping his sermon short.

It was too good a chance to miss.
The minister took a few deep breaths,
and prenehed for one hour and a quar-
ter by the clock.

By this time the old clerk's wrath
was at boiling point. He hnrdly wait-
ed for the preacher to resume his
sent before springing up and announc-
ing loudly:

"I'salm one hundred and nineteen.
Fro' end t' end. He's preached all
evening, and we'll sing all neetl"
London Answers.

Seeking a Variation.
"Did you know people are talking

about tho way you misquoted the
piece of pootry you Introduced in
your speech?"

"I did It on purpose," replica Sena-
tor Sorghum. "I thought It would
he desirable to do something, however
light, to shift the argument."

Instant
1P0STUM

A BEVERAGE

m futon of ItotilMt

foitum Ctrtil Computf.

- ,, n WllttMT iw MJKC&

ill results from tea or
coffee drinking soon
profit by a change to

Instant Postum
Its pleasing flavor, ease of
preparation, healthfulness)
and practical economy com-
mend thi table beverage.

Sold in 50 and 100 cup tins.
A purchase from your grocer
soon proves

"There's a JReason "
Made by Ptostum Cereal Co., Inc., Battle Creek.Mlch.


